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	What will we be learning?
Civil Rights in the USA 1954-1975 
	Why this? Why now?
This depth study provides a fascinating analysis of how the civil rights movement used a variety of means to gain equality for African Americans in the supposed ‘land of the free’. You will see the inter-relationship of political, economic and social factors in both preventing and bringing about change.
Previous Learning – What is the best way to bring about change? KS3 History Topic
Future Learning – A Level History Civil Rights in the USA 1865-1992. 
A Level Politics Civil Rights in the USA
	Key Words:
● Black Power
● boycott
● containment
● discrimination
● Dixiecrat
● lynching
● picket
● radical
● segregation
● sit-in
● strategic
● Supreme Court
● tactics


	What will we learn?
1. The position of black Americans in the early 1950s
2. Progress in education
3. The Montgomery Bus Boycott and its impact, 1955–60
4. Opposition to the civil rights movement
5. Progress, 1960–62
6. Peaceful protests and their impact, 1963–65
7. Malcolm X and Black Power, 1963–70
8. The civil rights movement, 1965– 75
	

	What opportunities are there for wider study?
Careers:
· Working for a campaign group, thinktank or lobbying firm
· Law
· Journalism 
Further Reading 
· R. Bunce and L. Gallagher, Pursuing Life & Liberty: Equality in USA 1945–68 (In the library)
· http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/civil-rights-in-america/ 
· Eyes on the Prize Documentary Series - Eyes On The Prize - (Part 1) Awakenings 1954–1956 - YouTube
	

	How will I be assessed?
Y11 Mock Exam
1. Give two things you can infer from Source A about…
2. Explain why…
3. How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into…
4. Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about…What is the main difference between these views?
5. Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about…
6. How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about…
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The development of the Civil Rights Movement, 1954-60
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1895 Plessey vs Ferguson. upreme Court ruld that segregation waslegl. Led to doctrineof separate but equal

e 1 millon biackscdiers fought n WA they hoped formore equaliy when the war ended
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Protest, Progress and Radicalism, 1960-75
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Greensboro sit-ins at segregated lunch counters forced restaurants fo de-
segregate

Freedom Rides. Both blocks & whites travelled south fo challenge.
Segregation in bus station waiting rooms, faced widespread violence.

James Meredith Case, black student James registered o study at
University of Mississipp. Kennedy had fo send in federal froops fo stop the
vilent protests & to protect James whist studying

Campaign C" Birmingham, ‘" to confront the fofal segregation in
Birminghan. Known s Bombingham' due 1o the violence faced by blacks
there.

March on Washington, 250,000, incluing 40,000 whites marched o support
civlights. At that fime the argest poltical march in US history &
broadzest five on TV around the world

Freedom Summer, about 1000 Volunteers, many of them white, went to
Mississipp 1o support voter registration, many were beaten by the KKK who
also burned 37 black churches 30 homes

vl Rights Act barned discrimiration invoter registration fests

329 major riots in 257 US cities, mainly in the North, There were 220
deaths & 8381 injuries

Kings visit 1o Selma, more blacks than whites enfitled 1o vote but dve fo
fear & restrictions only 1% actually registered.

Voting Rights Act, federal officials o oversee voter registration

March Against Fear, Led by James Meredith against the violence faced by
blacks, he was shot on the second day

Kerner Report into the riots found that riots a resut of ghetto conditions,
racist police & discrimination in employment & education

Mexico Olympis. Black athletes proest was broadcast throughout the.
world

MLKs assassination

Direct action that involve people
occupying an area for a protest

Black Belief that racism was so
Nationalis  entrenched
n ‘that black people must live
separate lives in order o flourish
Black ‘Slogan/movement signifying pride
Power. i black heritage/culture. Used
militant anguage
Members of the BckPnther
Party, wearing their uniform o
HOM Lhmint Wil by Mitant  In favour of
Berets and carrying visible fire confrontation/violence in support

controntat

‘Throughout this period support for il rightswas rowing and ncresing numbers o whits were prepared t publicl take stand &
demorstrat their support or example famaus acors Mrion Brando & Chlon Heston and singer Bob Oyian marched with King n 1963.
Sucessie presidents, Kennedy & Johnson, Democrats & Naon, Republican. Had supported cilights & pushe through egiiation. Howerer,
atthe same tim the methods o prtest being used changed. There was 3 it away from pesceul, non ioent methods towards 3 more
mitant irect action. The focus ontis secton ofthe courseis why did black protest change so dramaticaly troughout his period.

Freedom Riders  Travelled on desegregated public transport 1o challenge segregated waiting rooms oilets etc

Bull Cornor. Notoriously racst police chief of Birmingham

AcMHR ‘Alabama Chistion Movement for Human Rights, aimed 1o achieve civil rights through direct action

President ‘Supported civl rights, used executive orders to intervene & pushed through civi rights bil but

Kemnedy assassinated before if became law

President ‘Supported civlrights, From the south & whil not a Dixiecrat he was able 1o persuade them 1o support

Johnson il Rights Act 1964 & Voting Rights Act 1965

Maleolm X Tnitially rejected King's message of non-violent direct action & supported black Nationalism, Later came.
o change his views, e.. wilng to work with other civil ights groups & willng o integrate

Stokdey ‘Set up political party Lowndes County Freedom organisation 10 represent black peoples views. The.

Carnichael party symbol was a panther.

Huey P Newton et up Black Panthers 1966, one of the largest Black Power groups.
&

Babby Searle.

BlackPanthers  Carried weapons fo self defence & protect black neighbourhoods. Organised education, free meals,
Clothing & health care.etc for poor black families

President Nixon  Supported civilrights, increased the number of black officials in the Whitehouse. 1970 Voting Rights
‘Act banned the use of literacy tests

‘Some argue that 1963 was a
defining year for civi rights. This
image is from Campaign C.
Birmingham. Police used dogs & fire:
hoses against the protesters, many
of whom were children. News
reports spread world wide &
Kennedy said that they made him
feel ashamed. It was also used by
the USSR as powerful anti- USA
propaganda. Later fhat year
250,000 people marched on
Washingfon & King gave his famous
‘T have a dream speech.
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